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PROTECTION AND PERMANENCY TRANSMITTAL LETTER 21-04
TO: 

Service Region Administrators



Service Region Administrator Associates



Service Region Clinical Associates



Regional Program Specialists



Family Services Office Supervisors

FROM:  
Mary Carpenter, Assistant Director



Division of Protection and Permanency

DATE:   
January 29, 2021
SUBJECT:
Revisions to SOP 4.11, SOP 31.2, SOP 31.3, SOP 31.4, and the addition of SOP 4.51.1 and corresponding forms.  
The purpose of this transmittal letter is to notify staff of the following SOP manual revisions: 
SOP 4.11 Private Child Placing (PCP) or Child Caring (PCC) Agency
Revisions to SOP 31.2 Title IV-E Eligibility and Reimbursability, SOP 31.3 Required Title IV-E Judicial Determination, and SOP 31.4 Reimbursability and Annual Redetermination Under Title IV-E Foster Care allow for title-IVE claiming/reimbursement for youth in extended foster care up to age twenty-one (21), as well as youth placed in a qualified residential treatment program (QRTP).  
The newly created SOP 4.51.1 Placement in a Congregate Care (Residential Treatment) Setting aligns DCBS policy and procedure regarding the placement of youth in residential treatment facilities with guidelines and requirements as defined by the Family First Prevention Services Act (FFPSA).  The release of SOP 4.51 supports the implementation of QRTP, in accordance with FFPSA and becomes effective in Kentucky on February 1, 2021.  
Kentucky’s Department for Community Based Services (DCBS), in collaboration with the Administrative Office of the Courts (AOC), will pilot QRTP processes with children from Boone, Gallatin, and Kenton counties throughout the month of February 2021. 
The QRTP designation relates to a provider’s commitment to providing high quality services, as defined by the Act, to children in out-of-home care (OOHC).  DCBS will make placements based on the treatment needs of the youth.  For children who have a therapeutic need for residential treatment, placement in a program that has demonstrated a commitment to high quality, trauma-informed care is in the best interest of Kentucky’s youth.  Because so many of Kentucky’s providers have committed to the high level of care required for QRTP or specialized service provider designation under Family First, DCBS will prioritize placement with those programs. 

Statewide implementation of QRTP is scheduled to occur March 1, 2021.
SOP 4.51.1 outlines processes regarding exceptions/reviews for children placed in residential treatment within timeframes defined by FFPSA, as well as exceptions for referrals of young children to residential treatment.  The reviews for length of stay in residential treatment, as well as exceptions for referrals of children aged 12 and under to residential treatment, will begin on February 1, 2021.  The exception requests and reviews are required for all children currently placed in residential treatment, including those placed prior to 2/1/2021.  Assessments will only be required for children placed in residential treatment after March 1, 2021, excepting those who are part of the pilot.

The following forms have also been created to support the QRTP process:
Residential Treatment Extension Request
Qualified Residential Treatment Program (QRTP) Hearing Request form
Referral of Young Child for Placement in Residential Treatment Exception Request.doc​
These forms can be found in the Related Resources Browser and are linked in SOP 4.51.1.
If you have any questions regarding this transmittal letter, please feel free to contact:

Kelli Root, Out-of-Home Care Branch Manager

Kelli.Root@ky.gov
(502) 564-2147, ext. 3551

[image: image3.png]TEAM
KENTUCKY




Kentucky.gov

An Equal Opportunity Employer M/F/D


Kentucky.gov

An Equal Opportunity Employer M/F/D

